
the photograph questions 


andrea blancas beltran 




for the photograph 


Such are the two ways of the Photograph. The choice is 
mine: to subject its spectacle to the civilized code or 
perfect illusions , or to confront in it the wakening of 
intractable reality. - Roland Barthes 




the impetus for #thephotographquestions project: 
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is the photograph alive? 


26 june 2017 


27 june 2017 


what do you want from the photograph? 
what do you need from the photograph? 







28 june 2017 

what does the photograph want? 
what does the photograph need? 





why (not) become the photograph? 


29 june 2017 











is the photograph past or 



future? 


30 june 2017 


do you trust 
the photograph 
does the photo 
-graph trust you 


1 July 2017 




3 july 2017 

what does the photograph lose when it looks 
in(to) the camera's mirror? what does it keep? 



does the photo 
-graph make 
one a/an (un) 
willing spectato 




5 july 2017 

does the photo 
-graph stand 
to show fidelity 
is a construct 



does the photo 
-graph desire 
to be more 
than a dis 
-posable 
object 





7 july 2017 

what does the photograph say about consent privilege (dis)placement violence 



is the photo 
-graph an in 
-sistence on no 
-stalgia 




8 july 2017 



10 july 2017 


does 

the 

photograph 

have 

a 

list 

of 

qualifications 

for 

its 

ideal 

viewer 

(as if it were shopping 
for a product) 
do you 
qualify 




11 july 2017 

does the photograph ever tell another photograph how to be 
a photograph in a world full of photographs 



does the photograph 


12 july 2017 
keeps its word 








13 july 2017 


what does the photograph do 
when it doesn't think 
you're paying 
attention 




14 july 2017 


does the photo 

-graph believe 

in (re)production 

(and if so under what rights) 

(and if not why not) 







15 july 2017 

is the photograph's favorite karaoke song tina turner's 
what's love got to do with it? 











17 july 2017 

does the photograph ever feel it chose the wrong 
profession? 



how many languages 
does the photograph 
speak? is it/are you 
fluent? 



18 july 2017 





19 july 2017 


does the photograph believe in metaphor 




20 July 2017 

does the photograph want 
to be served 
with a side 
of rice 
& beans 



is the photograph full 
of Friday I'm in Love 
braggadocio 


21 july 2017 




18 july 2017 

does the photo 
-graph know 
its history? does it 
want to know? does 
its viewer? 


24 july 2017 


which physical sense does the photograph most long to acquire 













25 July 2017 


do you 
possess 
the photo 
-graph? does 
the photograph 
possess you? 





26 July 2017 

does the photo 
-graph ever feel 
used? does the photo 
-graph ever feel mis 
-understood? 




27 july 2017 




(how) is the photograph 
an act 

of resistance 


27 july 2017 





27 july 2017 

is the photograph tired 
of (repeating) itself 


27 july 2017 






does the photograph want to 
audition to be the next wait 
watcher's spokesperson 
because the camera adds (at 
least) ten pounds 










27 july 2017 


who does the photograph want 
to portray in its biopic? 
does it want to play itself? 





RESIST S20/20 


w 



does the photograph ever want to run 
for president 


27 july 2017 





28 July 2017 

does the photograph worry about being 
(too) political 



29 July 2017 

will the photograph watch you as you sleep 











30 july 2017 

what religion is the photograph? is the photograph a religion? how 
would the photograph identify? (how) does it want the viewer to 

identify? 









31 july 2017 


does 

the photograph 

want 

to be 

question(ed) 





9 august 2017 

does the photograph wish it didn't feel anymore 
what it was feeling as it was making itself 

for someone else 




(how) does the photograph wish to be seen 



■hsuehs 

13 august 2017 





what does the photograph eclipse 


22 august 2017 





2 September 2017 


does the photograph ever take 
a social media break 





4 September 2017 


does the photograph listen 
to audioslave's i am the highway 
on repeat for almost an hour 
before facing the day 




6 September 2017 

does the photograph ever experience deja vu 






15 September 2017 


what is / the photograph's love / language 



22 September 2017 

does the photograph ever feel 
like it lives outside 
of its true life 



19 October 2017 


does the photo 
-graph ever want 
to steal away 













22 October 2017 


does the photograph* wish for 
more / consideration about 
how it is / packaged & / 
consumed 


[now playing lauryn hill's 
unplugged, interlude 5] 



3 november 2017 


does the photograph w(e)ave 
an ancestral wand/t 



does the photo 
-graph believe 
in setting new 
year full moon 
intentions 



3 January 2018 


does the photograph 
believe in time 
as process 



4 January 2018 







5 January 2018 

does the photograph believe in movement as progress 










8 february 2018 


does the photograph ever read 
emily dickinson-"before 

i got my eye put out / i 
liked as well to see - " 











17 march 2018 



can the photograph hear (here) (here) itself 





18 march 2018 


does the photograph ever repeat gertrude stein: “act 
so that there is no use in a center" 





19 march 2018 

does the photograph ever wish its bio read, “she is nobody's 
mother and nobody's wife'' TY, @officialsandracisneros 






23 march 2018 


does the photograph ever wish to whisper, "i just wanted 
to touch you as much as you wanted to touch me" 





10 april 2018 

does the photograph ever hum tracy chapman's fast car 
to itself (“you got a fast car / i want a ticket to 
anywhere / maybe we make a deal / maybe together we 
can get somewhere / anyplace is better / starting 
from zero got nothing to lose / maybe we'll make 
something / me, myself i got nothing to prove") 










28 april 2018 

does. the. photograph, ever. get. tired, of. waiting. 

p.s. (ainstagram has hidden my posts on this hashtag because of supposed 
“abusive content in a highly visible place," which is untrue, my post about 
the death of laura aguilar including one of her self-portraits was not shared 
with this hashtag and #thephotographquestions should not be censored. 










aguilar's work, you have angered me, but 
more than anything, you have saddened me. 
rest in power, laura aguilar. mil gracias 
for your life and your work. 


to whomever reported my Laura Aguilar post last night or this morning, 
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this [image: don't tell her art can't 
hurt (part a), self-portrait, laura 
aguilar (1993)] is laura aguilar. i hope 




9 may 2018 

does the photograph wear mas/cara(s) 







14 may 2018 

does the photograph realize espejo is one letter off from espero 










22 may 2018 

does the photograph ever consider itself in the mirror on its 
thirty-seventh birthday, rename its body homeland, and say, "i love 
you, homeland, thank you, homeland, for being here all these years" 

p.s. what a gift today—#thephotographquestions have been freed by 
(ainstagram, finally! 





25 may 2018 

does the photograph consider you its 

consumer 


IV 



I 



/ 


26 may 2018 

does the photograph consider you its 

consumed 






m 

m 


Photograph A. 
37 * El Paso, TX 


29 may 2018 

does the photograph sign up for a dating app named Capture to meet 
other photographs 




does the photograph feel a dating profile 

is just a projection of a reflection 

and so leaves the space 

blank knowing there 

is no true intimacy 

that can be 

achieved 



13 june 2018 

does the photograph prefer transparency in an online dating profile photo 







18 june 2018 

does the photograph feel a photograph can be an insurance plan against loneliness 







25 june 2018 



does the photograph question what the photograph questions in 2018 





2 july 2018 



(how) does the photograph resist performance in a pro-performance culture 


29 July 2018 


i 



does the photograph believe in (a) parallel universe(s) 



3 august 2018 


does the photograph ever take a good look at itself 












31 december 2018 


is the photograph trapped 
in a perpetual state 
of goodbye 








27 august 2019 

does the photograph ever escape groundhog day syndrome 

lately, maybe yes 












16 September 2019 

no matter where the photograph travels 

yeah, no matter where its eyes & questions travel 

the photograph's blues still unravel 



24 September 2019 

does the photograph ever mistake mil for mis 














21 October 2019 

does the photograph ever learn how not to be the photograph it has come to expect 
itself to be 







27 October 2019 

did the photograph introduce the expression "one man's 
trash is another man's treasure" 


2 november 2019 


did the photo 

-graph ever believe it was 
meant to be 
a poem? 
i mi 

i miss y 
i miss you 
i miss your body 
i miss your body again 
i miss your body against 
my body (this morning) 
the sky is a light blue 
with a touch 
of electric blush (i'm 
not waiting 

until i run out of time 
to tell you) 







16 november 2019 

how does the photograph say 
goodbye and in how many ways 
(how may times) will it 
try 








2 december 2019 



is the photograph [descended from] [for] a public or private eye i i 





6 december 2019 


how does 
the photograph 
manage 
negotiate 
reconcile 
distance 








23 december 2019 




16 december 2019 


did the photograph ever try to learn a new langu(age) 







30 december 2019 


does the photograph wish to impose a time frame for which one can gaze 
at/into it: “this photograph will self-destruct in X minutes" 



15 January 2020 


does the photograph become 
dispirited by the perpetual 
(expectation of) 
performance? 
or does the photo 
-graph just want 
to have its cake 
and devour it too 



original painting by laura schull(?) 






18 January 2020 

is the photograph (re)considering retirement 
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